Proclaiming the Mystery of Faith

In 2025 this diocese celebrates the 950th anniversary of witness and evangelisation from a mission base in Chichester, building on the earlier mission founded by St Wilfrid at Selsey. 2025 also marks the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea with its reminder of the formative claim upon us of the catholic creeds.   These anniversaries are more than historical footnotes. They speak powerfully about the richness of faith and mission that is our inheritance locally and universally.
Inspired by that inheritance, we seek to be a household of faith that is endlessly curious about how the Holy Scriptures and the sacraments of the New Covenant enable us to know, love and follow Jesus Christ in today’s noisy and distracted world.
If God is calling you to join us in the task of proclaiming the mystery of faith in some part of this diocese, we pray that the contribution of your gifts and experience will enrich our witness and deepen your own discipleship.

We take very seriously the call to diversity and radical inclusion as characteristic of the Church’s mission. For this reason we welcome applications from ordained women and Global Majority Heritage clergy, who are under-represented in those who serve this diocese.

+Martin
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ST. MARGARET OF ANTIOCH, FERNHURST
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St Margaret’s Church

Church Road,

Fernhurst

Haslemere GU27 3HZ

Churchwarden:

Mary Oddi
01428 653517

maryoddi@clara.co.uk
Church website:
https://www.flcchurches.org.uk/welcome.htm
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1. Introduction

St Margaret’s Church is a thriving, open and welcoming community for all ages.  Our Mission Statement is to worship God, help one another grow in Christ and share in His love throughout our community.
The people at St Margaret’s represent much of the diversity of belief and churchmanship within the Church of England.  Together, we seek to build a community that …

Demonstrates the love of God shown us in his Son, Jesus Christ.

Uses scripture, tradition and reason to discover truth for our day.

Respects one another’s journey of faith.

Hopes for the future

We hope to….

Deepen our spiritual life and commitment to God and to the community of St Margaret’s.

Develop outreach to the wider community, especially younger age groups, through the school 

Continue our work with families and develop our youth ministry.

Continue and develop the rich diversity of worship styles.

Continue and develop the musical tradition of St Margaret’s.

Increase co-operation with neighbouring parishes and other denominations.

Qualities needed by the new Vicar
We are seeking a full-time priest who….

Through personal example and teaching can challenge us to deepen our spiritual lives.
Can motivate and encourage a diverse team through strong but sensitive leadership,

delegating where appropriate.

Can enable lay people by recognising individual gifts and encouraging their use.

Is comfortable with a variety of worship styles and encourages tolerance of other

people’s preferences.

Recognises the importance of music as an integral part of worship, with hymn texts contributing significantly to the enrichment of and connection with our faith.

Is a good communicator, able preacher and teacher, both in the pulpit and when dealing with individuals and small or large groups in a variety of social contexts.

Has a sense of vision which extends beyond St Margaret’s into the local community and the wider world, building on the awareness of and interest in the church’s message created in the past twelve years in our village through the constant outreach efforts of the whole church family.

Has courage, a sense of humour and the ability to improvise.

Acknowledges the importance of developing electronic communication both as a form of   outreach and within the life of the parish.
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3. DEANERY MISSION ACTION PLAN 2024
	
	Missional Focus
	PLAN
	TIME SCALE
	RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
	TRAINING NEEDED
	REVIEW DATE

	More Open


	Benefices to review existing/ new patterns of worship, to ensure they speak with integrity into this age and culture and to share best practice and support one another in growth in all its fullness
	To work as a chapter to explore good practice.


	By 2027


	Diocesan support


	
	

	More converted to Jesus Christ
	An annual deanery wide Discipleship course. Drawing together the resources of our benefices to provide a warm,  welcoming and well-resourced environment for those seeking faith. Inviting baptism and wedding families, those who make contact with us on an occasional basis and inviting parents from our schools.
	Led by a team of laity and clergy who will explore which material is best to use and bringing together a team that can provide hospitality and a warm welcome.  
	2024
	Finding the most appropriate materials.
	
	

	More generous
	A deanery that is generous in its response to God’s love; committed to meeting its financial obligations and beyond.  To include a review of our annual parish share pledges, with a prayerful commitment of contributing more than the average cost of ministry within five years.

A complete look at lay ministry.  To promote lay ministry that supports worship, inspires faith, is active in mission and lays firmly at the heart of God’s work in our churches.  Exploration of offering a diversity of worship that flows from our Eucharistic life. A move away from clergy centred pastoral care?  A move away from reliance on clergy as being the only ones who can lead and inspire?
	All PCC’s commitment to achieve at least 100% of annual parish share pledges in three years.

All benefices to run regular stewardship campaigns.

To recruit, train and help to promote ALMs across our deanery.
	2024

Ongoing
	
	
	

	More engaged 
	The FSW project - bringing a family support worker to our deanery to work with vulnerable families and children.


	Supported by a deanery team, led by the lay chair.

Each benefice committed to fund raising and promotion of FSW.


	Ongoing


	
	
	


4. The Parish of Fernhurst

The parish of Fernhurst joined with the parish of Lynchmere & Camelsdale  to become the United Benefice of Fernhurst, Lynchmere & Camelsdale on 3rd November 2016.    The village of
Fernhurst lies three miles from Haslemere (Surrey) and six from Midhurst (West Sussex), with adjoining hamlets of Kingsley Green and Henley. The original village green with the Red Lion village pub, the recreation ground and buildings which were the school and the shop all lie the other (east) side of the church from the main A286 artery, along which the centre of the village can be said to be situated.   The Village Hall, Fernhurst Primary School and a varied selection of shops (one with a Post Office counter) and services are located on and around the main road.  The Old Rectory adjacent to the church was sold in the 1930s and the present Vicarage was built in Church Road nearer the junction with the main road. The village is in a Conservation Area within the northern boundary of the South Downs National Park.
The Parish Church of St. Margaret's is situated between the old and new parts of the village, with the main connecting footpath passing immediately in front of the south porch and main entrance, so its location therefore forms a hub between the two. It is surrounded by the ancient churchyard with open views to the south over fields, the ground rising to the north. On the west and north the churchyard abuts the garden belonging to the Old Rectory. A paved footpath around the Church tower affords access to the tower itself and to the west door of the Church, with steps beyond leading to the northern section of the churchyard; this is the site of the Parish and Community Room opened at Easter 2012.  
The population of Fernhurst is approximately 3,500 which include the adjoining hamlets of Kingsley Green and Henley which form part of the parish of St Margaret’s.  It has a variety of private and rented accommodation with Housing Association property and Council Housing. The Nappers Wood Council Estate was built after World War II and the recently completed redevelopment programme increased the residential capacity by 105 dwellings.   With headquarters to the south of the village, ICI was a consistent supporter of the Church and the Vicar fulfilled the duties of its chaplain; the company relocated to Surrey in 2002.  There is sheltered housing for retired people.  A 210-unit housing development, Fernhurst Park, planned on the former ICI/Syngenta site, south of the village, is likely to increase the size of the parish of St. Margaret by approximately 1,000 people.  Planning permission was obtained a few years ago (despite opposition from the village community) for 210 new homes to be built on the site and clearance work started in 2024.  Fernhurst is within the South Downs National Park area. 

In 2007 Fernhurst won the award for “West Sussex Village of the Year”, Calor Village of the Year award and in 2008 was the winner of the Communications category, South England region.  Please see attached copy of Fernhurst News (or view online http://www.fernhurst.net/fernhurstnews.pdf) to get an idea of the very wide range of groups and societies active in the village.  A previous Vicar was instrumental in the establishment of The Hub (formerly the Fernhurst Centre), the small Community Centre and Internet Café in the centre of Fernhurst, which has become a very important part of and focal point for village life.  It offers Broadband Internet and computing facilities, and a range of courses.   The Vicar has a monthly “surgery” at The Hub.  The village website is accessed at www.fernhurst.net.  The local shops also include a Post Office.
The nearest railway station is 3 miles away at Haslemere (fast trains to London, journey time approximately 50 minutes), and local bus services, though not frequent, connect with Midhurst/Chichester/Bognor to the south and Guildford to the north.

Local Schools

There has always been a strong link between the church and Fernhurst School, a community primary school and the only one in the parish. The Secondary Schools generally attended by residents of the parish are Midhurst Rother College, Woolmer Hill College (comprehensive and technology), Haslemere, and Godalming Sixth Form College.
5. The Church Buildings
ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH
The Parish Church is of considerable interest in terms of its architecture, the archaeology of the building and the site and of its furnishings and fittings.  The well-kept grassed churchyard contains monuments and headstones from the late 17th century and was closed by Order in Council in 1882.  The Village War Memorial stands in the churchyard as the focal point of the Remembrance Day commemoration. The capacity of the church is approximately 200 (seated and standing). The building was constructed around 1100 A.D. and dedicated to St. Margaret of Antioch; in 1881, those responsible for the alterations seemed to think the dedication was to St. Margaret of Scotland, since the two little heads at the ‘new’ West door appear to be intended for King Malcolm and his Queen Margaret. 

The original building consisted of a nave, chancel and a little timber-framed tower at the west end.  Until it was removed in 1881, the village choir sat in a gallery under this tower and sang to the accompaniment of a barrel organ.  The parts of the original building are the north wall with its two Norman windows and the flat Norman buttresses, and possibly the south wall of the chancel.   There is a 14th century aumbry in the north wall of the chancel. 

Major alterations were undertaken in 1859-81, with the wooden tower replaced in stone, the addition of a new west door and west and east windows.  A new timber and stone porch   gave access to the revised south entrance.  The south aisle became a Lady Chapel and in 1930 a rood screen (bequest) was installed over the entrance to the chancel.  In 1971 a large organ was provided by bequest. The original Norman font has been relocated beside the south entrance door.  A new stained-glass window to St Margaret was installed in the south window of the Lady Chapel.  In 2017 the work involved in the installation of a new boiler also provided an opportunity to remove the pews from the Chapel so as to create a flexible space for fellowship, children’s activities, displays etc. The church is in good decorative order, the nave lighting was upgraded some years ago and portable ramps enable disabled access.   CCTV was installed in 2021 and a contactless giving station in 2022.   

THE BELLS

There were originally four bells – the present three bells, cast at Whitechapel in 1881, were refurbished and rehung about twenty years ago.  Access to the ringing chamber is by an external stair from a door in the North wall of the tower.

THE PARISH AND COMMUNITY ROOM
The facilities include toilets, the Parish Office, storage space, a small, well-equipped kitchen and the main meeting room with bi-fold doors accessing the outside area for use in good weather.  Church use of the building includes Sunday Club, the Women’s Group, fellowship over coffee after Sunday services, PCC meetings, Men’s Breakfast.   There are three regular hirers of the building: (exercise classes (4/5 times a week) and a private local therapy clinic (twice a week) and in most years the accruing revenue covers nearly all outgoings.
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6.
The Vicarage

Church Road 

Fernhurst

 Haslemere GU27 3HZ
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A large, generously built detached brick house in Church Road near the Church, built in the 1930s. It has a one-acre garden, with double access from the A286 and Church Road.

Downstairs: entrance hall; study with fitted shelves and cupboards, facing the field; downstairs

cloakroom. Newly fitted kitchen with cooker and dishwasher; utility room with sink and space for washing machine.   Gas central heating. Dining room linked to sitting room, with fireplace.

First floor: landing with airing cupboard and separate walk-in storage cupboard. Main bedroom with bathroom next door, two further bedrooms, second bathroom, one small bedroom/boxroom, separate WC, one small bedroom with two built-in cupboards over the single garage.

Front garden: raised paved patio with steps down to large lawn.  Fruit trees, flowerbeds. Shaded by tall trees on all sides.   Rear garden laid to lawn with shrubs.  Lawn mowing is paid for by the parish.

The vicarage is in the catchment area for Fernhurst Primary School, Midhurst Rother College, Woolmer Hill College (comprehensive and technology), Haslemere, and Godalming Sixth Form College, as well as numerous private schools from primary to sixth form.   
The local scout group has a waiting list, there are numerous sports clubs based at the Recreation ground and there is an active Parish Council.  The local surgery is a satellite of the main GP practice at Haslemere Health Centre.

7. Worship

Churchmanship

St Margaret’s churchmanship is in step with its congregation while seeking to offer variety. There is a significant number who are dedicated to formal, traditional worship, but there is also an appreciation of more informal and varied styles and music.   Considerable effort goes into the quality of worship and preaching at St Margaret’s and it is seen as the key aspect of the church’s life which underpins and supports all other activity. The diversity of worship is a strength which the congregation has repeatedly indicated that it is keen to maintain.

Times and pattern of services

Sunday worship

A wide diversity of services is offered on a regular basis at St Margaret’s. The monthly pattern is currently as follows:

8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion (BCP - 1662). 1st and 3rd Sundays
Sermon (Regular congregation of about 15-20)

7 p.m. 1st Sunday – Celtic Evening Prayer
This is an informal service with contemporary music. (Regular congregation between 15 and 20).  The service has its own planning group and follows a format for Service of the Word but with themes and readings chosen for each month and not tied into the Common Worship lectionaries.  Significant lay involvement was established from the start.    In recent years the Sunday at Seven service has been more contemplative, for the most part planned and was led by the now retired vicar and/or his wife (a reader in the parish), based on the Celtic Evening Prayer service from the Northumbria Community.   A team of volunteers continues to arrange this important service.    

10.00 a.m.  2nd, 4th and occasional 5th Sundays. Parish Communion (Common Worship)

The service, including the sermon, has an adult focus.  On the 2nd Sunday  Sunday Club meets in the PCR returning at the time of distribution and talking about their themes before the end of the service.   Hymns are a mixture of traditional and contemporary.
After all 10.00 a.m. Sunday services coffee is served in the PCR or the church.  Numbers in attendance at these services are quite varied but will average between 30 and 50 with 35/45 communicants at celebrations of the Eucharist.
Weekday services

Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m.
 Holy Communion (Common Worship) in the South Aisle (single figure attendance)
Outreach services

The members of the Pastoral Ministry Team and others from the congregation are available to visit the sick and elderly in their homes or hospital in accordance with safeguarding rules. Home communion is given when asked.   Contact with Fernhurst School (not church-assisted) is largely regulated by the willingness of the head teacher in post to encourage it.  See also Church Groups section/PARCHE.
Occasional services

Baptisms. On average, 4/6 baptisms per year.  Baptism of children from within the congregation is occasionally undertaken at the 10.00 a.m. service.

Weddings. On average 3/4 weddings a year are celebrated at St Margaret’s.  In the past, St Margaret’s has also held a service for those wishing to renew their marriage vows and for those requesting a service of thanksgiving after a civil marriage.  

Funerals. About 10/15 funerals each year, of which about half will be in the church and

cemetery, the remainder taking place at the crematorium only.  The church graveyard is closed and the cemetery is in Church Road approximately 100 metres from the church.

Other services.


Crib and Carol services at Christmas    (2024 attendances respectively 240 and 90)
· School Carols 143
· Christmas Eve (midnight) and Christmas Day (2024 attendances 77 and 62)

Ash Wednesday evening Eucharist (2024 10)
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at Easter (2024 10 and 20 )
Easter Festival Eucharist (2024 attendance 72 on Easter Day)  - Dawn Vigil and First Communion of    Easter did not take place in 2024
· Mothering Sunday (2024 attendance 39)

Harvest Festival service (2024 attendance 94)
· Service of Thanksgiving and Remembering for All Souls (2024 attendance  13 )
· Armistice Day at War Memorial/Remembrance Sunday services  (2024 attendance 95 combined)

Lent Course

This has been successfully held in the Parish and Community Room as a 5/6 session, once a week course compiled by the vicar and lay reader, in recent years based around a recent feature film, rather than the diocesan theme.  Attendance between 20/30 – coffee/tea served beforehand.

Congregational profile

The St Margaret’s congregation is drawn for the most part from the area of the parish with a small number from St. Peter’s Lynchmere attending the HC services at St. Margaret’s and a slightly larger reciprocal attendance. There is a sense of continuity provided by the people who are long-standing members of the church.

The 8.00 a.m. service is attended mostly by older people and often slightly more women than men, on average between 12 and 15 each Sunday.  The 10.00 a.m. congregation varies to some degree.   Average attendance is between 30 and 50.   
On the whole the 60+age group is well represented, by those who have worshipped at St.Margaret’s for many years and those who have moved more recently into one of the retirement or council homes nearby.  The 40-60 age group is less well represented but in this age group the people are characteristically very capable and busy with work and family responsibilities.   The groups that are less well represented are single people, older teenagers and younger working people under the age of 30.
There are sometimes new people at the 10.00 a.m. service, perhaps banns couples, visitors and others looking for local information on family history.  There is a well-attended coffee ministry after the service, enabling newcomers and visitors to meet the clergy and members of the congregation.

The Celtic Evening Prayer congregation is about 15/20 in number and is most often mainly women, albeit with men as a well-represented minority.
There are 90 on the church’s electoral roll.

Reader
Since St Margaret’s is part of the United Benefice of Fernhurst, Lynchmere and Camelsdale, the two Readers from St. Peter’s are able and willing to lend their services.
Sacristan

The preparation of the altar table and all other necessary sacristan duties are carried out by the Sacristan, Sheelagh Underwood.  Occasional help is available from one or two other members of the congregation.
Other members of the team

St Margaret’s is fortunate in having a wealth of talent in its congregation and this is used in lay ministry in many different ways. The Sunday Club has a small but faithful team of 3 leaders   
Staffing for services

Clergy and Ministers 

During the interregnum the services are covered by various active and retired members of the clergy (from outside the parish) and the Readers
Laity. With the exception of the midweek services, the laity plays a significant role in our worship. At both the 8.00 and 10.00 a.m. services, lay members of the congregation take part as readers, intercessors, chalice assistants, sidespersons, sound-system operators and musicians.   

Altar Frontals and Robes

St Margaret’s is privileged to own some fine sets of altar frontals, chasubles and stoles. Priests at St. Margaret’s normally wear cassock albs (plus chasuble for the Celebrant) when taking part in Eucharistic worship. For non-Eucharistic services ministers wear cassock, surplice and scarf. Guest preachers/speakers do not always robe.  The all-seasons frontal, lectern and pulpit falls were donated by a member of the congregation in memoriam.
Electronic Equipment

St Margaret’s owns a data projector, an overhead projector and screen and a CD and tape player.   There is a built-in voice sound system (including a loop) and a stand-alone music amplification system, operated from the back of the church. The church has five radio-microphones and several additional conventional microphones.   CCTV was installed in 2021.
Confirmation and Communion

St Margaret’s continues to prepare candidates for Confirmation, and admission to Communion is held annually. Baptised members of any denomination who normally receive the Sacrament in their own church are invited to receive at St Margaret’s. All are welcome to come forward to the altar rail at the time of Communion to receive a blessing.
Provision for the Disabled
An induction loop is available in the church for the hard of hearing. A portable ramp allows access to the church for wheelchair-bound worshippers.  Disabled toilet facilities are available in Parish and Community Room.
8. Ministry

Authorised Lay Ministry (ALM)

The aim of ALM is to train specialist ministers who will serve on their parish Ministry Team (alongside ordained or licensed lay ministers) in the mission and outreach of their church to the local community.  A married couple from the St Margaret's congregation trained as ALMs in Pastoral Ministry in 2021 and now jointly lead the Pastoral Care Team.    No other members of St. Margaret’s congregation have hitherto undertaken the training offered by the Diocese (other than the statutory safeguarding training).
Links with other churches

Local parishes

St. Margaret’s parish is part of the United Benefice of Fernhurst, Lynchmere and Camelsdale within the Deanery of Midhurst (Archdeaconry of Chichester), composed of 15 parishes.  Three Deanery Synod Representatives are elected for a three-year term and the Synod meets 3 times a year in Fernhurst or Easebourne and an Awayday in the Bishop’s Palace.   One of the Readers is currently Lay Chair of Deanery Synod. 

The parish of St. Margaret’s maintains friendly relationships with other neighbouring Churches and parishes, mainly through contact with Petworth Area Churches Together PACT.   We hope that, in the future, we may continue to improve the links with other local churches.
9. Music

St Margaret’s has a fine organ donated in the 1970s which provides an important contribution to regular worship, alongside the Music Group (see below).   The Organist is responsible for the provision of organ accompaniment to services – however there is no standing appointee and volunteers and occasionally paid musicians are drafted in.  The Church is affiliated to the RSCM.
The Music Group

There was formerly a music group at St. Margaret’s for at least 25 years but at present it does not take part in the Sunday morning services. 
At the monthly Sunday at Seven service, songs are accompanied by a small part of the original music group comprising a cello, violin and guitar.  Practice for the service is convened 45 minutes before the start of the service and includes some singers (some of whom were also part of the original Music Group)  to provide a lead for the congregation.
The Choir    

The church choir was formed from those who had expressed a wish to contribute to worship via choral music.   Membership is about 20/25 (some from the local choral society), with the predictable majority of female voices and under the direction of the choir mistress the choir  sings at Easter, the Patronal Festival in July and at the Carol Service, an introit and anthem/s, as well as leading the singing of the hymns and carols.
Instruments

The organ is the main accompanying instrument at services in church.  The church also

owns an electronic piano (permanently sited in the Lady Chapel).   
Musical tradition

The musical style is varied and responds to the character of the services. Parish Eucharists feature both worship songs and traditional hymns.   The emphasis is thus very much on the provision of lively musical worship through variety and  innovation using the full range of musical idioms.

Hymn books
The church possesses sets of Ancient & Modern: Hymns and Songs for Refreshing Worship and Songs of Fellowship.
Bells

St Margaret’s has a ring of three bells which are rung from the tower. There is no Tower Captain and we do not have experienced ringers so the bells are not normally rung except for the 5-minute bell before Sunday and midweek services. The bells are rung by a trio of known local ringers for weddings, to mark special occasions and by visiting bands on ringing outings.
10. Youth Work

Sunday Club

St. Margaret’s Sunday School (Sunday Club) for 4 – 10-year-olds meets in the PCR on the 2nd Sunday (except during August) during the 10.00 a.m. service with a leader and a small rota of teachers and a very small regular attendance.  Activities include prayers, Bible readings, discussions, games.  The children rejoin the congregation at the church before the end of the service.

The Children’s Corner

There is a good selection of colouring sheets, soft toys and books in the children’s space at the back of the South Aisle.   During services, parents can choose to spend some time there with their young children or take toys and books to their pews.

FERNHURST SCHOOL
The school is part of the University of Chichester Academy Trust and is not church-assisted. 

https://www.fernhurst.w-sussex.sch.uk/
In December 2024 St. Margaret’s hosted the school carol service.   The Vicar has occasionally taken assemblies and welcomed one or two class groups to the church as requested by the head teacher.
Safeguarding 
One of the Readers is the Benefice Safeguarding Officer and all involved in work with children and vulnerable adults are CRB-checked, including the PARCHE team (see Church Groups section).
11. Administration

The Parochial Church Council

The PCC meets on 6/7 occasions during the year. The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is normally held in May.  The PCC meetings are chaired by the Vicar or the vice chairman, who for the last few years has been the Churchwarden.  
Where issues involve decision-making by the PCC, the meetings are very harmonious and allow for discussion before decisions are made.

The Standing Committee

The Standing Committee, consisting of the Vicar, the warden and the treasurer, meets to make emergency decisions if the need arises.

Administrative Assistance 

The church benefits from the services of a part-time paid Benefice Administrator who has been a member of the Lynchmere parish for many years and has a valuable knowledge of Fernhurst church, the parish and local people. She works one day a week in the Parish Office on a 70/30 basis
 and runs the Vicar’s diary for weddings and baptisms, arranges occasional clergy cover and organists, liaises with the PCC Secretary and Treasurer on cash deposits and fee payments, ensures the production of the weekly pew sheet, with input from the Vicar/warden/PCC secretary etc., also the monthly service calendar.  She also currently deals with funeral correspondence and other enquiries and is the designated ACNY contact.
12. Finances

The Parish Contribution for 2024 is £29,563  (£26,996 for 2023) as part of a predicted total annual expenditure in 2024 of around £69,608 (2023 actual £63 203).  In 2023 total income was £70.486 and total expenditure was £63,203, resulting in an excess of receipts over expenditure of £7,283.  
Charitable donations 

We make charitable donations of about £5,000 each year, largely to smaller and often local charities.

Almost all our income comes from giving by individual members of the congregation, totalling £54,500 (including Gift Aid) in 2023.    All but £5,800 of this comes in tax-efficient form and there are about 30 regular donors.
The church has total assets totalling about £430,000.

Costs rise inexorably, especially the Parish Contribution; people move on and cease giving; and so on.  No stewardship campaign  has been run for several years to invite people to review their giving.  About 70% of donations are made via the Parish Giving Scheme or standing order.
Charitable Trusts

The Vicar and Churchwardens of St Margaret’s are trustees of two Trusts outside the Church administration. 

Current Statement

The 2024 Budget figures can be found at the end of this document.
13. Communication and Outreach

Benefice Website https://www.flcchurches.org.uk/welcome.htm
The Benefice website is jointly managed by the incumbent and the Benefice Administrator with input from other members of the ministry team as needed.
Weekly Pew sheet

A weekly information sheet is produced by the Benefice Administrator for distribution at Sunday services.  
FERNHURST NEWS (copy attached or online http://www.fernhurst.net/fernhurstnews.pdf )

The parish magazine has been produced monthly since March 2004 and is distributed free to every dwelling in the parish by a team of approximately 40 volunteer deliverers.  It typically contains, besides general village news, an article by the vicar, news about events at St Margaret’s in And now from the pew, extracts from the church registers and advertisements of church and local charity events. The church section includes a page offering a list of church officers and contacts.

Social Events

Harvest Supper in the Village Hall in September/October
Lent Lunches – fundraising in support of the Haslemere Food Bank

Breakfast in the PCR after the Service of the Dawn on Easter Sunday

Summer lunch in the PCR  at the Patronal Festival in July
Mulled wine and mince pies after the Carol Service
Groups (see below) such as the Men’s Breakfast are all part of the outreach activities of St. Margaret’s.  
14. Church groups

Some of these groups meet in the PCR. For further information see the Parish and Community Room section under the Buildings heading.

Women’s Group 
This faithful group meets every other month in the Parish Room from 10:45 am to 12:15 pm.  Representatives from a pool of around 12 ladies (usually 6 - 8 in any one meeting) meet for coffee, fellowship, worship and prayer, a talk from an invited speaker and discussion.  Special annual events include a summer lunch outing and a one-day retreat in October, the latter partially funded by the PCC. 
House Group

This group of up to 8 participants meets weekly on a Tuesday evening at the home of a PCC member.  This started at the beginning of 2006 following the end of an Alpha Course.   
The Pastoral Ministry Team

The  members of the team meet on a regular basis to share information on pastoral needs and follow up.  Some of the team members take part in monthly PARCHE (Pastoral Action in Residential Care Homes for the Elderly) services to a local nursing home (mostly dementia patients) and its associated low security hospital.  Some members also take Home Communion to individuals in their own homes and in the Low Security Hospital, as required.
The Prayer Chain

A Prayer Chain operates in the parish such that urgent prayer needs highlighted by the person in need, or by someone on their behalf, will be fulfilled privately and confidentially by its members.  A member of the congregation coordinates and disseminates any prayer requests to the members of the Prayer Chain, as well as providing feedback and updates.

Men’s Breakfasts

Men’s Breakfasts are held in the PCR on the first Saturday of the month, usually led by the Vicar, but other speakers are invited to share from time to time.   The average attendance is 12/14 men.  The group also meets for an annual outing and a (local) curry night.  

Church Cleaning Group

This is done by a team of volunteers.  

Church Flowers  
There are about ten members of the congregation and others who help arrange Church flowers throughout the year on a fortnightly rota.   At festival times and on special occasions all available members of the team help with the extended floral decorations.   The Flower Group is also happy to organise wedding flowers in the Church if required.  There is a small flower fund, should anyone need help with funding their flowers. 
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        Budget drawn up by Mary Oddi and approved by St. Margaret’s PCC 11/04/24
2.    Map of the Parish





All enquiries concerning this vacancy should be directed to the Acting Archdeacon of Chichester, Rev. Russell Dewhurst Russell.Dewhurst@Chichester.Anglican.Org
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� 70% on Fernhurst activities/business and 30% on Lynchmere/Camelsdale.  She puts together the service rota and key rota for St Peter’s.  She is also the manager of Camelsdale Church Hall and liaises with the Diocesan  property department over the future of the site
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