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The Diocese and St Philips 
Our Parish is in the United Benefice of Burwash, Burwash Weald and Etchingham and in the Diocese of Chichester and Archdeaconry of Hastings. It is located in an areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
The deanery of Dallington is relatively large in area but mostly rural. We would like you actively to support our Rector Rev Thomas Pelham and work within the deanery to promote Christian values. 




Section 1.   Our vision as a St Philips 
Our vision is to spread the knowledge and love of God throughout the Parish, the Benefice and beyond.
We aspire to spread the good news of God’s love and salvation, and to offer spiritual comfort to those who crave it.
We try, with informed and prayerful concern for others, to set a Christian example.
Our worship is traditional and varied to suit a spectrum of views, but we are open to improvement, especially in order to attract others.
We aim to be accessible, welcoming and responsive to all.  A large part of our congregations is very elderly and there is a care home in our Parish which provides care and support for up to 45 adults.  We aim to continue our support for elderly, sick or disabled people, working with other agencies involved.
We work with the local community and share in many of their activities.  We wish to build on this and show everyone through outreach that their parish church is there for them.
As Christians we should accept a social and moral responsibility to neighbouring communities and those overseas.  Supporting Christian charities is important.
As trustees of the churches, we have a duty of care to manage our affairs responsibly. 
Section 2.   The Priest we need
Our new priest will work closely with our Benefice Rector and assist in the united benefice in the fulfilment of our vision set out in Section 1 above.  We are looking for a person who is able to provide leadership, teaching, training and active pastoral care.  We will ask you at interview how you see your style of ministry developing here and how you intend to involve the people of our parish and villages.  Examples of your successes in this would be helpful.
As a Rural Parish our mission encompasses all ages and spiritually within the breadth of the Anglian faith. We believe our church needs a flexible, open and welcoming approach to worship and you should be able to work closely with our Rector. At the same time, you should recognize the valuable resources contributed by older congregations. 
We are looking for a new House for Duty Priest who is:
A spiritual shepherd who will by preaching and teaching encourage and inspire the congregation.
Approachable; willing to be widely known and visible in the communities.
A good communicator and listener, committed to sharing the gospel and inspiring others to participate in church life.
Able to relate to the more elderly of our population
Adept at identifying talents and encouraging volunteers and teamwork.
Serious about safeguarding.
Interested in forms of worship both traditional and more contemporary, and who will support and lead us in finding new ways of worshipping. 
Keen to reach out to a younger population
Able to contribute to the management of church finances, with an interest in the church building and the churchyard and who will support work to maintain them.
Able to drive.
Additional qualities
Adept at identifying talents and encouraging volunteers and teamwork.
A user of modern digital communications and methods.
3. About St Philip’s
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St Philip's plays a key role in the life of our parish community, promoting the Christian message in faith by providing support, comfort and guidance, reaching out to the elderly, the sick and dying as well as to the younger members of the parish. St Philip’s is active in strengthening the links within the wider community and with local groups as well as furthering the Christian message
Our Worship is traditional, Organ led and has the benefit of a Benefice Choir when required.
The pastoral care of the parish, visiting the sick and the bereaved and responding to the spiritual needs of their parishioners are well served.
Safeguarding is paramount in our philosophy and we actively support and promote the SQP. 
St Philip's practices a sound financial management and is currently paying 100% of its Parish Share. Quinquennial works have been completed and the fabric of the church is in good order.
St Philip's has key presence in our community with a strong focus on prayer and worship. It offers a warm, relaxed welcome and provides a range of different services to meet the needs of all. St Philip's provides the inspiration that reaches out to a wider congregation within the parish of Burwash Weald. We achieve this through:
Engagement with all age groups to join in the fellowship and love of God’s Church
Our successful and well attended Mother and Toddler group 
Bereavement Friendship Group  
Previously, Daily Prayer and Special Services using Video uploaded to YouTube
St Philip’s Facebook Page – with a reach of over 120 people
Very successful Community Magazine 
Home fellowship group at Lent
St Philips is a beautiful church with a beautifully kept churchyard, full of quiet reverence – noted for Wild Flowers and Fungi and we have a very successful Parish / Community Magazine
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St Philip's has a four bedroom house for duty, with a large kitchen, an office, sitting room and dining room .It also has a large garage/workshop and a disabled toilet. It has about half acre of garden and overlooks the Playing Field and backs on to the Church. We currently use the Vicarage WIFI to provide internet access to the Church.
4. Services
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Both the Book of Common Prayer and Common Worship are used at St Philips
Sunday - 8 am Holy Communion BCP
10-30 a.m. Family Service, Holy Communion BCP, Morning Worship CW, 
Family Communion CW and Joint Benefice Service on the 2nd Sunday in the month.
The Church is open daily for prayer from 7.45 a.m.
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Palm Sunday, Battle of Britain Sunday - special afternoon service with visitors from other parishes
Harvest Festival, Remembrance Sunday - service supported by Royal British Legion, Parish Council, Girl Guides etc. around village war memorial located in the churchyard
Christmas Carols & Lessons by candlelight, Crib Service - Children’s Service and Nativity
Christingle Service - Epiphany service for children, Pet Service – Held every September,
Patronal Festival and Founders' Day held on St Philip's first Sunday in May 
6. Our Community
Burwash Weald and Common are under the local government of Burwash Parish Council within the Rural Districts of Rother and Wealden, as an ecclesiastical parish. There are currently 91 people on the Electoral Roll of St Philip's.
Average weekly attendance in 2021 when we were able to open was 30 Adults and 1 Child with 113 on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day and 46 at Easter Day Services.
The population is @800 and @280 are 60 plus.  It is estimated about 500 are Christians with an equal spread of social grade and occupation across the groups. 
The parish school closed in 1963. Children therefore attend schools outside Burwash Common and Weald which means that it is a challenge to attract young people to St. Philip's.
The parish boasts a Pavilion/Community Centre, a Girl Guide Company with their own headquarters, Cricket, Stool ball, Billiards and Snooker teams, Ladies' After Eight Club, Residents' Association and Public House.  All these groups help to make a thriving community in this rural area.
The Market town of Heathfield is 3 miles distant and the parish is set roughly midway between Tunbridge Wells to the north and Eastbourne on the coast to the south.
The parish of St Philip's is situated in the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which affords magnificent views across the rolling countryside.
7. The Burwash Common and Weald Parish
It was in 1864 that the Misses Georgiana, Emily and Sophia Trower settled in Burwash Common, buying a farm now known as Buckles. It did not take the Trower sisters long to realise that the area comprised of the hamlets of Witherenden, Burwash Weald and Burwash Common were without spiritual guidance and education. Although the area boasted a Wesleyan chapel built in 1843, people had to travel as best they could to St Bartholomew’s in Burwash for Church of England services.
It was to this end that the three sisters formed a mission to build a church and in 1867 consecration of St Philip’s took place.  Originally the church was a chapel of ease, but in 1877 St Philip’s was formed into a new ecclesiastical district created out of parts of Burwash, Heathfield and Mayfield.
For the last 31 years the parish has been served by NSM/house-for-duty clergy when not in Interregnum. St. Philip's has been fortunate in having Non Stipendiary Ministers that have guided and helped to retain its congregation and our previous Associate Vicar has been very active in engaging with the Community.
The parish traditionally had a mainly rural agricultural base, but over time this has become less important as a source of employment, with many people now commuting daily to London or working in mainly service industries. The parish also has a substantial retired population, but there is a strong support for the mission that was begun by the Trower family 155 years ago.
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