
Monday July 6th July Midday Prayer 
for the Vacancy in See process, the Diocese of Chichester


O God, come to our aid.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens
and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Alleluia.

Hymn of Praise

I bind unto myself today
the strong name of the Trinity,
by invocation of the same,
the Three in One, and One in Three.
Of whom all nature hath creation;
eternal Father, Spirit, Word:
Praise to the Lord of my salvation,
salvation is of Christ the Lord.


Psalm 127
Unless the Lord builds the house, •
those who build it labour in vain.
Unless the Lord keeps the city, •
the guard keeps watch in vain.

It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early
and go so late to rest, eating the bread of toil, •
for he gives his beloved sleep.
Children are a heritage from the Lord •
and the fruit of the womb is his gift.
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, •
so are the children of one’s youth.
Happy are those who have their quiver full of them: •
they shall not be put to shame
when they dispute with their enemies in the gate.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.




Scripture Passage
The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.’ 
Isaiah 49.1b-4

Response

Jesus said I am the true vine
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit.			John 15.1a,8

A short time of silent prayer

Intercessions

In every age you have raised up holy men and women
to reflect the light of Christ and to teach us the way of holiness.

We thank you for those who have been teachers in the
school of Christ: give understanding to those who study the faith that the Church
has handed on, and clarity to those who communicate the gospel in a
changing world. We especially pray as we discern, for the heart, the mind, the life, and the faith of whom you are calling to be the next Bishop of Chichester
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We thank you for those who have been shepherds of your people:
give a pastoral heart to deacons, priests and bishops,
and the needful gifts to all your people in their ministry. We especially pray for Bishop Martin, giving thanks for his ministry and leadership of this diocese. 
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We thank you for those whom you have called to live in community:
establish mutual love among those drawn into fellowship in
your service, and bless with Christ's presence all the communities to which
we relate. We especially pray for the members of the vacancy-in-see committee and the parishes, deaneries, archdeaconries and communities they represent. 
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We thank you for those who have brought wholeness through the medicine of the gospel:
give skill to all who minister healing and reconciliation in your name,
and comfort all who cry out to you from any sort of distress …
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
We thank you for the noble army of martyrs
by the shedding of whose blood the Church has been enriched:
keep under your protection those who are persecuted for
the cause of Christ, and acknowledge, we pray,
those who have passed through death trusting your promises.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Hasten, Lord, the day when people will come from east and west,
from north and south,
and sit at table in your kingdom,
and we shall see your Son in his glory.

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and for ever.

Amen


Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever.  Amen.

May the Lord bless the work of our hands
Amen.

Let us praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

