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[bookmark: _Hlk4765990]THE FIFTH SESSION
OF THE
NINETEENTH DIOCESAN SYNOD

will be held at St. Peter’s Church, Brighton
(in person only)

On 6th June 2026 at 10:30am

AGENDA

10:30am OPENING WORSHIP

10:50am MEETING OF THE DIOCESAN SYNOD

1. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS and welcome to new members

2. COMMISSIONING KATE HENWOOD AS DIOCESAN AMBASSADOR FOR THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY (No paper)

3. DISABILITY ACCESS (No paper)
What every parish could do now to be more welcoming.  Presentation from Jo King and Brendan Martin (Diocesan Disability Advisers) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHICHESTER DIOCESAN FUND AND BOARD OF FINANCE (INCORPORATED) 

4. PRESENTATION OF THE 2025 ACCOUNTS (See separate booklet) 
Stephen Hoyles (Chair) or Bill Telford (Deputy Chair) to move ‘’That the Annual Accounts and report of the DBF for 2025 be received.’’

5. APPOINTMENT OF THE AUDITORS (No paper)
Stephen Hoyles (Chair) or Bill Telford (Deputy Chair) to move ‘’That HaysMac LLP, Chartered Accountants, be reappointed as auditors of the Company to hold office until the conclusion of the next Annual General Meeting’’

MEETING OF THE DIOCESAN SYNOD

6. VACANCY IN SEE – BRIEFING ON PROCESS (Paper)
Rev’d Arwen Folkes, Chair of the Vacancy in See Committee will brief members on the process to appoint a new bishop. (Pages 1-3 of pack.)

7. VACANCY IN SEE – SYNOD CONSULTATION (Paper to follow)
Members of the Synod will have the opportunity to comment on the results of the Diocesan Consultation, as well as providing their own views.  This will be a major agenda item and include discussion around tables.
(The paper for this item will be circulated on 28th May following the closing of the consultation.)

8. RACIAL JUSTICE (Paper)
Vitalis Ngwambi, Racial Justice Coordinator, will present the Racial Justice toolkit. (Pages 4-5 of pack)

9. REPORTS ON THE BISHOP’S COUNCIL – written reports (Paper - page 6 of pack) 
Sara Stonor to move that   “That these reports be received”. 

10. REPORT FROM THE GENERAL SYNOD - written reports (Paper - pages 7-8 of pack)
Mary Nagel to move "That this report be received".

11. PROMULGATION OF AMENDING CANON NO. 44 (No paper)

12. QUESTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 69  
All questions received by 29th May 2026 will be tabled on an order paper available on the day of the Synod and emailed in advance.

THE MEETING WILL FINISH NO LATER THAN 1.30pm
(Please note the Church has another event in the afternoon so please vacate promptly at the end of the meeting)






NOTES:

ADMISSION: Registration begins from 9.50am.

SPEECHES: Speeches to Synod from the floor will be limited to five minutes. A bell will be sounded after four minutes and again after five minutes.
NB The length of speeches may be limited still further at the discretion of the chair.

RECORDING: The meeting may be recorded on a dictaphone for the purpose of completing the minutes. 

PROXIES Members have the right to appoint a proxy for the meeting of the Diocesan Board of Finance under article 25 of the Board’s articles of association but not for the meeting of the Diocesan Synod.

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

[bookmark: _Hlk22742939]1. Speaking: When indicating a desire to speak please hold up your card (issued at registration). Before speaking will all members please give their name and deanery.

2. Coffee and tea will be served from 9.50am to 10.20am. Bottled water will not be provided but you are welcome to bring your own.  There will be no designated break for refreshments except as above.

3. Toilets: There are accessible toilets in the hall, downstairs toilets that can be accessed via the chancel and unisex toilets to the rear of the building.

4. Disability: Any member with a disability, or who requires assistance to vacate the premises in the event of a fire, is invited to contact the Secretary by Friday 22nd May 2026 to make any special arrangements necessary.

5. Visual impairment: Any member with visual impairment who requires large print versions of any of the agenda or associated papers please contact the Secretary by Friday 22nd May 2026.

NEXT DIOCESAN SYNOD
There will be a meeting of Diocesan Synod on Saturday 14th November 2026 at 10:30am.

In accordance with Standing Order 26, 35 days’ notice is required for any new business for the agenda. The latest date that such items should be in the hands of the Secretary is 9th October 2026.
John Preston, Diocesan Secretary
Diocesan Church House, 211 New Church Road Hove BN3 4ED
john.preston@chichester.anglican.org
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