Human Rights Day Reflection
As we approach Human Rights Day on 10th December, Vitalis Ngwambi, the Diocesan Racial Justice Coordinator has put together some resources and events for use in parishes. 
On Wednesday 10 December, we join the global community in marking International Human Rights Day. This year’s theme, “Human Rights: Our Everyday Essentials,” reminds us of a profound biblical truth: when we care for the essential needs of others, we are serving Christ Himself (Matthew 25:35–40).
René Cassin, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and one of the principal authors of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, once said that Scripture helped shape its very first article. Article 1 calls us to act “in a spirit of brotherhood,” echoing the biblical command to “love your neighbour as yourself”- a love that is offered freely, generously, and without discrimination, just as God has loved us.
In a world where division and conflict too often fill the headlines, Human Rights Day invites us to pause and remember the deep truth we share as Christians: every person is created intentionally by God. Genesis 1:27 reminds us that all people bear God’s image and therefore possess inherent dignity, worth, and purpose.
Human rights are not distant ideas. They are expressions of the value God places on every human life. As followers of Christ, may we continue to uphold, protect, and celebrate that God-given dignity in all.
As we observe this day, we are invited to pause and reflect:
Do I love my neighbour as myself?
Do I treat all God’s children with dignity and respect?
Do I promote peace and justice in my daily life?
The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere… Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” For King, and for us as followers of Christ, we are all brothers, and sisters in God’s great family.  
On this Human Rights Day, let us walk forward with compassion, justice, and a deep reverence for the dignity of all God’s children.
A Prayer for Human Rights Day
Loving God,
On International Human Rights Day, we pray for all those around the world whose human rights are ignored or violated. Help us build a society built on the knowledge that every person is made in God’s image.
Event
You are invited to an online prayer meeting sponsored by the Anglican Peace and Justice Network, International Anglican Family Network, and International Anglican Women’s Network as we observe International Human Rights Day and the annual end of the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence. The prayer meeting is offered via Zoom at two different times. Please register in advance using the link below for either meeting.
10 December 2025 08:00-09:15 UTC (London) https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/hAfo8S0uSDisftpHBUr3DA
10 December 2025 18:00-19:15 UTC (London) https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/DUdDvAFsT96yTa3w2ZxlUg
You will receive a confirmation email with information about joining the meeting.
Human Rights Day Resource
While somewhat older, this resource offer more than 50 ways to commemorate the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
 Explore them here: More than 50 ideas for commemorating the Universal Declaration of Human Rights | OHCHR
Further Reading
In September, the Church of England shared updates from the Investor Initiative on Human Rights Data (II-HRD), which released new guidance for assessing breaches of international human rights norms. This resource aims to support investors in their engagement, voting decisions, fund development, and exclusion analysis.
The full document is available here: ii-hrd-report-september-2025.pdf

