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You are receiving this email because you are registered on the Chichester diocesan database as Priest, Administrator, 

Churchwarden or Treasurer of your PCC, DCC or Deanery.  

If any of this information is incorrect please email our database administrator to make the change: 

databaseadministrator@chichester.anglican.org 

 

In this issue:  

• People system Phishing attack 

• Fit and proper trustee document for new 

PCC members (best practice) 

• New PCC trustee, treasurer and secretary 

training 

• Generosity week 

• Parish Energy and Renewable Energy 

Tariffs 

 

• Financial controls – Best Practice 

• Parish returns portal 

• Loaning of contactless giving devices 

• Legacy webinar 

• Cornerstone platform 

 

People System Phishing attack 

The people system (which is the clergy staff payroll system) have received reports of fraudulent text 

messages being sent to clergy claiming that they must submit their HLC return online or their stipend will 

be stopped.  

  

Please be aware:  

• They do not send text messages regarding HLC returns or stipend payments.  

• Clergy must not click on any links sent via text message purporting to be from People System.  

• Clergy should always log in directly to their People System account.  

  

If you become aware that a clergyperson has received such a text message, please ask them to report it 

immediately to:  

clergy.payments@churchofengland.org or to report.fraud@churchofengland.org.  

  

More information can be found here:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/clergy-resources/national-clergy-hr/clergy-payroll 
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Fit and Proper trustee document for new PCC members 

Many parishes might not be aware that there is a 'fit and proper' trustee declaration form on parish resources. 

This is a useful form for new PCC trustees to sign to show they have understood what could disqualify you 

from acting as a trustee.  

Best practice would be to issue the form to all new PCC members annually or to your PCC if you have not 

done it before. You can find the form and information here https://parishresources.org.uk/the-pcc-as-a-

charity/trusteeship-for-members-of-the-pcc/  

New PCC trustee, treasurer and secretary training 

We will be running some training sessions for anyone who is a new PCC trustee. This will be an online event 

on Wednesday 24th September at 7pm.  

To book, please follow this link: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FCTH   

 

We will be running training for new PCC treasurers on Wednesday 17th September at 7pm  

Book using this link: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FCTI  

 

Training for new PCC secretaries will be run on Thursday 18th September at 7pm. Follow this link to book: 

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FCTJ  

Generosity Week 2025 

Please follow the link below for the flyer for news about Generosity Week starting 29th September 2025:   

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/savethedate2025.pdf  

 

Parish energy and renewable energy tariffs 

Buying energy on a renewable tariff is an important part of the journey to Net Zero. The Church of England 

has done some research on what constitutes a truly renewable tariff, and a summary of those findings is 

available https://www.chichester.anglican.org/documents/green-energy-companies-and-energy-footprint-

tool-feb25/. We would recommend all parishes to be on a tariff aligned with the Church of England’s 

definition. 

  

Alongside this work, Parish Buying is replacing the energy basket (previously with Total Energies) with a new 

offering, Parish Energy (https://www.chichester.anglican.org/documents/parish-energy-churches-june-2025/ 
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Important note: if you were previously buying electricity and gas from the energy basket, you will need to 

fill in the expression of interest to move over to Parish Energy, otherwise you will roll onto a variable tariff 

with Total Energies. Additionally, we have heard that the energy broker 2buy2 (who no longer have any 

relationship with the Church of England) have been approaching parishes to offer energy deals which may 

not align with the Church’s renewable definition. 

  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact either our Net Zero Programme Manager, Steve Collins 

(steve.collins@chichester.anglican.org) or the Parish Support team.   

 

Financial controls – Best Practice 

PCCs should be reviewing their financial controls on a periodic basis. Please see the document attached for a 

useful check list from the Charity Commission to help you do this. Their page is also found here 

All PCCs should be using a bank account with two to sign authority. 

There is an article here from the charity commission about an example where this might not have been the 

case. You can read the article here 

If you have any questions or would like some help reviewing your financial controls please do get in touch.  

Parish returns portal 

Thank you very much to all those who completed their parish finance return and energy footprint return in 

time for the portal deadline. We really appreciate the time you have taken to complete this. The deadline has 

been extended for the remaining churches to complete their returns. 

Please note that the data is used by the senior leadership for strategic planning and the Diocesan Growth 

Strategy. The mission and finance data is also being sent with the paperwork for Priests’ ministerial 

development reviews. If your parish has not completed the data this will be flagged to your Archdeacon.  

As part of grant funding streams from the national church part of the application process is to ensure that 

the portal has been completed prior to application; such as for the building’s teams minor repairs and net 

zero quick wins grants, as well as future grants to be administered by the Diocese.  

The online portal link is https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/. The finance portal is currently open but 

will close on 31st July. If you require an energy footprint return pdf form, please contact either Molly or Sarah 

and we will send it out to you. The energy tool has already closed and there is no access for parishes.  

Loaning of contactless giving devices 

We currently have a small number of contactless giving devices that can be loaned out to parishes who would 

like to try out a contactless giving machine before deciding on buying their own. If you would like to borrow 
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one of our devices please get in touch with Molly Reuter and we will help you set up an account before we 

come and set up the device for you in your church. 

Legacy webinar 

Our churches were well-provided for by the generous giving of those who have passed on before us and 

many of our churches continue to exist because of that enduring generosity. If you are interested in running 

a legacy campaign in your church, please come along to our legacy webinar to find out more about how 

you can do that. We will be running our legacy webinar on Tuesday 23rd September at 1pm. To book on to 

this webinar please follow this link: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FCTK  

 

Cornerstone 

The ministry and mission of parish churches is mostly funded through the incredible generosity of those who 

give to it through money, time and talents. But when times are tough, financial struggles can seem 

overwhelming. The Cornerstone platform has been developed by the National Giving Team, with the aim that 

it will take you on a journey to understand your church’s giving culture and financial situation. It aims to leave 

you with clear, simple steps to grow giving and income. 

Cornerstone is supported by an online platform that helps show areas where you can focus your resources to 

get the best results when it comes to increasing the culture of generosity in your church. The platform has 

easy to follow step-by-step actions which are called Pathways. It also has an extensive grants database which 

talks you through how to write an application. For more information, please watch the video on this link: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-resources/cornerstone  

We will be running our second workshop for Cornerstone in the autumn. If your church would be interested 

in coming along to the workshop to understand how to use the Cornerstone platform which will involve 

looking at your parish’s generosity profile, please do let Molly Reuter know. If you would like access to the 

Cornerstone platform to access the grants database or to explore the pathways, please contact Molly Reuter 

(molly.reuter@chichester.anglican.org) who would be happy to set you up with a log in. 

 

People System Phishing attack 

The people system (which is the clergy staff payroll system) have received reports of fraudulent text 

messages being sent to clergy claiming that they must submit their HLC return online or their stipend will 

be stopped.  

  

Please be aware:  

• They do not send text messages regarding HLC returns or stipend payments.  

• Clergy must not click on any links sent via text message purporting to be from People System.  
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• Clergy should always log in directly to their People System account.  

  

If you become aware that a clergyperson has received such a text message, please ask them to report it 

immediately to:  

clergy.payments@churchofengland.org or to report.fraud@churchofengland.org.  

  

More information can be found here:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/clergy-resources/national-clergy-hr/clergy-payroll  

 

 

Kind Regards, 

Sarah and Molly 

Sarah Rogers and Molly Reuter 

Parish Advisers 

Finance, Governance and Stewardship 

Telephone: 01273 425 797 |  

www: https://www.chichester.anglican.org  |      

Email: sarah.rogers@chichester.anglican.org| molly.reuter@chichester.anglican.org   

Post: Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove BN3 4ED 

  

The Chichester Diocesan Fund and Board of Finance (Incorporated) Charity No 243134  

A Company Limited by Guarantee Registered No 133558   
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