Good Practice Guide for Parish Magazine Editors
Parish magazines are vital tools for community connection, church outreach, and sharing the Good News. Here are key principles and practices to help parish magazine editors succeed:
Editorial Planning and Audience Focus
· Identify your audience: is your magazine primarily for church members, or does it aim to reach the wider community? Shape your content accordingly. 
· Assemble an editorial team if possible, to share workload and attract contributions from diverse voices. 
· Set a reliable editorial calendar, mapping out major Christian festivals and community events for the year. Regular features help readers know what to expect. 
· Ensure clergy letters, notices, and event information are collected well ahead of production deadlines. 
· Keep a balance of news, reflections, interviews, prayers, practical advice, and light-hearted material to ensure variety and broad appeal. 
Content and Style
· Write in clear, accessible English and avoid churchy jargon, acronyms, and first names only (explain for non-churchgoers). 
· Prioritise inclusive language and include community groups and ecumenical activities when possible. 
· Encourage feedback and letters from readers to foster a sense of ownership and engagement. 
· Fact-check and proof-read carefully. Consistency in font, spacing, and style improves readability. 
· Respect copyright—use only material you have permission to reproduce, especially with articles and images. 
· Provide relevant contact details for clergy and key lay roles, and always list issue deadlines for contributions. 
· Prominently feature the diocesan logo and, when relevant, include links to images of bishops and major diocesan news. 
Design and Accessibility
· Use a strong, eye-catching cover image for each issue and avoid using generic clip art. 
· Present a clear layout, with short articles, bold headers, and a contents page. No more than 300 words per A5 page is advisable to prevent clutter. 
· Ensure font size is not smaller than 12pt, and use high-contrast, easily readable formatting, especially for older readers. 
· Strive for a good balance of text and images, and include articles relevant to all age groups. 
· Always proof-read the magazine to catch errors before print and maintain quality. 
Legal and Financial Considerations
· Understand GDPR and copyright requirements, and consult with your PCC on safeguarding and financing (advertising or subscriptions). 
· If your magazine contains advertising, ensure clear separation from editorial content and check community guidelines for acceptability. 
· Publicise events and content across multiple channels (magazine, website, social media) for greater reach. 
Helpful Content Sources and Links
Below are reliable sources of free or subscription content, guidance, and practical resources for UK parish magazine editors:
· Parish Pump: Professionally written, copyright-cleared articles, prayers, cartoons, and graphics for parish magazines (subscription with free trial)parishpump+2
· Association for Church Editors: Membership gives access to a Good Practice Guide, workshops, advice, and a network of editorschurchmag+1
· Church Support Hub: Articles suitable for inclusion in parish magazines, covering weddings, baptisms, funerals, and seasonal reflectionstheresourcehub+1
· CartoonChurch: Free to use cartoons and illustrations by Dave Walker, specifically for church magazinesdavewalker
· Bible Society: Free-to-use feature articles on Bible themes for UK church audiencesdavewalker
· Christian Aid: Downloadable feature articles and updates relevant to the Church calendar and UK/church social actiondavewalker
Recommended Reading and Further Support
· Life and Work: Editor’s Top 10 Tips for Producing a Parish Magazine – useful for basics and fresh ideaslifeandwork
· Templates and Safeguarding Resources: Church of England’s official policy and template archivechurchofengland

1. https://www.lifeandwork.org/resources/editor-s-top-10-tips-for-producing-a-parish-magazine
2. https://www.parishpump.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/YCM_booklet.pdf
3. https://davewalker.com/parish-magazine-resources/
4. https://www.parishpump.co.uk
5. https://parishresources.org.uk/the-pcc-as-a-charity/
6. https://www.saintjohnschurch.co.uk/ourchurchmagazine.htm
7. https://churchmag.uk
8. https://churchmag.uk/what-to-expect/
9. https://www.theresourcehub.co.uk/church-magazine
10. https://churchsupporthub.org/all-resources/how-to-use-editorial-to-support-faith-at-home/
11. https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/policy-practice-guidance/templates-and-resources
12. https://the-sign.hymnsam.co.uk/editors-advice
13. https://parishresources.org.uk/giving/legacies/legacy-resources-to-help-you/
Further Links to Diocesan content – 
Faith in Sussex
Enews
Bishop’s photos 
