
Two-Staged Shared Discernment Process for Ordained Ministry 
 
Discernment process may take 1 or 2 years or longer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Vicar/Chaplain 

Vocations Adviser 
Ministry Enquiry Form 

Online Stage 1 (day event) 
Report to Sponsoring Bishop, copy to DDO 

 

Psychotherapeutic 
Assessment 

DDO 
Start of Formal Discernment 

Process 

A(DDO) may inc. home visit 

A(DDO) Sensitive Issues 
 

Residential Stage 2 (2 day) 
Report to Sponsoring Bishop, copy to DDO 

Debrief with A(DDO) 

Sponsoring Bishop’s Decision 
If rec - Sponsoring Bishop’s letter, 

if non-rec - Diocesan Bishop’s letter 
 

Examining Chaplain 
Short report 

Sponsoring Bishop 
Reviews all paperwork inc. Formation Plan, 

provides comments 

Pastoral Care 
(A)DDO Immediate, 3 & 6 months 
Incumbent and independent listener 

Vocations Guide 
 

6-8 week Placement 

Officer for Lay Ministry 

Confirmation of Training 
(DDO) 

6-8 week Placement 

Exploration Phase 
 


