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Background reading
From TCTCV:

11. All Christians share the conviction 
that Scripture is normative, 
therefore the biblical witness 
provides an irreplaceable source for 
acquiring greater agreement about 
the Church. Although the New 
Testament provides no systematic 
ecclesiology, it does offer accounts 
of the faith of the early 
communities, of their worship and 
practice of discipleship, of various 
roles of service and leadership, as 
well as images and metaphors used 
to express the identity of the Church. 
Subsequent interpretation within the 
Church, seeking always to be faithful 
to biblical teaching, has produced an 
additional wealth of ecclesiological 
insights over the course of history. 
The same Holy Spirit who guided the 
earliest communities in producing the 
inspired biblical text continues, from 
generation to generation, to guide 
later followers of Jesus as they strive 
to be faithful to the Gospel. This is 
what is understood by the “living 
Tradition” of the Church. The great 
importance of Tradition has been 
acknowledged by most communities, 
but they vary in assessing how its 
authority relates to that of Scripture.

12. A wide variety of ecclesiological 
insights can be found in the various 
books of the New Testament and in 
subsequent Tradition. The New 
Testament canon, by embracing this

plurality, testifies to its compatibility 
with the unity of the Church, though 
without denying the limits to 
legitimate diversity. Legitimate 
diversity is not accidental to the life 
of the Christian community but is 
rather an aspect of its catholicity, a 
quality that reflects the fact that it is 
part of the Father’s design that 
salvation in Christ be incarnational 
and thus “take flesh” among the 
various peoples to whom the Gospel 
is proclaimed. An adequate approach 
to the mystery of the Church requires 
the use and interaction of a wide 
range of images and insights (people 
of God, body of Christ, temple of the 
Holy Spirit, vine, flock, bride, 
household, soldiers, friends and so 
forth). The present text seeks to 
draw upon the richness of the biblical 
witness, along with insights from the 
Tradition.

37. The journey towards the full 
realization of God’s gift of communion 
requires Christian communities to 
agree about the fundamental 
aspects of the life of the Church. 
“The ecclesial elements required for 
full communion within a visibly united 
church – the goal of the ecumenical 
movement – are communion in the 
fullness of apostolic faith; in 
sacramental life; in a truly one and 
mutually recognized ministry; in 
structures of conciliar relations and
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decision-making; and in common 
witness and service in the world.” * 
These attributes serve as a necessary 
framework for maintaining unity in 
legitimate diversity.

38. Regarding the first of these 
elements, (communion in the fullness 
of the apostolic faith) there is 
widespread agreement that the 
Church is called to proclaim, in each 
generation, the faith “once for all 
entrusted to the saints” (Jude v. 3) 
and to remain steadfast in the
teaching first handed on by the 
apostles. Faith is evoked by the Word 
of God, inspired by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, attested in Scripture and 
transmitted through the living 
tradition of the Church. It is 
confessed in worship, life, service 
and mission. While it must be 
interpreted in the context of changing 
times and places, these 
interpretations must remain in 
continuity with the original witness 
and with its faithful explication 
throughout the ages. Faith has to be 
lived out in active response to the 
challenges of every age and place. It 
speaks to personal and social 
situations, including situations of 

injustice, of the violation of human 
dignity and of the degradation of 
creation.

39. Ecumenical dialogue has shown 
that, on many central aspects of 
Christian doctrine, there is a great 
deal that already unites believers. 
In 1991, the study text Confessing 
the One Faith not only succeeded 
in showing substantial agreement 
among Christians concerning the 
meaning of the Nicene Creed 
professed in the liturgies of most 
churches. It also explained how the 
faith of the creed is grounded in 
Scripture, confessed in the 
ecumenical symbol and has to be 
confessed afresh in relation to the 
challenges of the contemporary 
world. The intention was not only to 
help churches recognize fidelity to 
that faith in themselves and in others 
but also to provide a credible 
ecumenical tool for proclaiming the 
faith today. In 1998, A Treasure in 
Earthen Vessels explored the ongoing 
interpretation of Scripture and 
Tradition in handing on the faith, 
noting: “The Holy Spirit inspires and 
leads the churches each to rethink 
and reinterpret their tradition in 

* From “The Church: Local and Universal” (1990), §25, in Growth in Agreement II, 868. 
Paragraphs 10-11 and 28-32 of this text demonstrate with quotations and footnotes the fact 
that its presentation of communion has been drawn from a wide range of ecumenical dialogues 
involving Anglicans, Lutherans, Methodists, Orthodox, Reformed and Roman Catholics, as well 
as several statements on unity adopted at some of the Assemblies of the WCC



conversation with each other, always 
aiming to embody the one Tradition in 
the unity of God’s Church.” While the 
churches generally agree as to the 
importance of Tradition in the 
generation and subsequent 
interpretation of scripture, more 
recent dialogue has tried to 
understand how the Christian 
community engages in such
interpretation. Many bilateral 
dialogues have acknowledged that 
ecclesial interpretation of the 
contemporary meaning of the Word 
of God involves the faith experience 
of the whole people, the insights of 
theologians, and the discernment of 
the ordained ministry. The challenge 
today is for churches to agree on how 
these factors work together.

The text of A Treasure in Earthen
Vessels referred to above can be 
found here. It is a detailed document 
that addresses questions concerning 
the ways in which texts, including 
biblical ones, should/could/might be 
interpreted and explained.

Articles 6 and 7 of the 39 Articles

6. Of the Sufficiency of the 

Holy Scriptures for Salvation

Holy Scripture containeth all things 
necessary to salvation: so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor 
may be proved thereby,is not to be 
required of any man, that it should

be believed as an article of the Faith, 
or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scripture we do understand those 
canonical Books of the Old and New 
Testament, of whose authority was 
never any doubt in the Church. Of the 
Names and Number of the Canonical 
Books. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, The First Book of 
Samuel, The Second Book of Samuel, 
The First Book of Kings, The 
Second Book of Kings, The First Book 
of Chronicles, The Second Book of 
Chronicles, The First Book of Esdras, 
The Second Book of Esdras, The 
Book of Esther, The Book of Job, The 
Psalms, The Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
or Preacher Cantica, or Songs of 
Solomon Four Prophets the greater 
Twelve Prophets the less. And the 
other Books (as Hierome saith) the 
Church doth read for example of life 
and instruction of manners; but yet 
doth it not apply them to establish 
any doctrine; such are these 
following: The Third Book of Esdras, 
The Fourth Book of Esdras, The Book 
of Tobias, The Book of Judith, The 
rest of the Book of Esther, The Book 
of Wisdom, Jesus the Son of Sirach 
Baruch the Prophet, The Song of the 
Three Children, The Story of Susanna 
Of Bel and the Dragon The Prayer of 
Manasses, The First Book of 
Maccabees, The Second Book of 
Maccabees. All the Books of the New 
Testament, as they are commonly 
received, we do receive, and account 
them Canonical.
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the Church of England 
is agreeable to the Word of God. 

2. The form of God’s worship 
contained in the said Book, 
forasmuch as it is not repugnant to 
the Word of God, may be used by all 
members of the Church of England 
with a good conscience.

A 5: Of the doctrine of the Church of 
England

The doctrine of the Church of England 
is grounded in the Holy Scriptures, 
and in such teachings of the ancient 
Fathers and Councils of the Church as 
are agreeable to the said Scriptures. 
In particular such doctrine is to be 
found in the Thirty-nine Articles of 
Religion, The Book of Common 
Prayer, and the Ordinal.

F 9: Of the Bible and The Book of 
Common Prayer for the use of the 
minister 

In every church and chapel there shall 
be provided for the use of the 
minister a Bible, including the 
Apocrypha, and a Book of Common 
Prayer, both of large size; a 
convenient Bible to be kept in the 
pulpit for the use of the preacher; 
and a service book, together with a 
cushion or desk, for use at the 
communion table.

The following is included under the 
heading of things that are “approved 
or commended” under the terms of 
the Canons.

7. Of the Old Testament

The Old Testament is not contrary to 
the New: for both in the Old and New 
Testament everlasting life is offered 
to Mankind by Christ, who is the only 
Mediator between God and Man, 
being both God and Man. Wherefore 
they are not to be heard, which feign 
that the old Fathers did look only for 
transitory promises. Although the 
Law given from God by Moses, as 
touching Ceremonies and Rites, do 
not bind Christian men, nor the Civil 
precepts thereof ought of necessity 
to be received in any commonwealth; 
yet notwithstanding, no Christian man 
whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the Commandments 
which are called Moral. 

From the Canons of the Church of 
England

A 2: Of the Thirty-nine Articles of 
Religion 

The Thirty-nine Articles are agreeable 
to the Word of God and may be as-
sented unto with a good conscience 
by all members of the Church of 
England.

A 3: Of The Book of Common Prayer 

1. The doctrine contained in The 
Book of Common Prayer and 
Administration of the Sacraments 
and other Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church according to the Use of 



Versions of the Bible and of the 
Psalms 

By virtue of the Prayer Book (Versions 
of the Bible) Measure law, the 
following may be used in Book of 
Common Prayer Services (with 
permission of the parochial church 
council) instead of the Authorized 
Version of the Bible and the Psalter in 
The Book of Common Prayer Revised 
Version 

• Jerusalem Bible 

• Revised Standard Version 

• Good News Bible (Today’s English 
New English Bible Version) 

• The Revised Psalter 

• The Liturgical Psalter (The Psalms: 
A New Translation for Worship) 

• Any version of the Bible or Psalter 
not prohibited by lawful   
authority may be used with  
Alternative Services and   
Commended Services. There are 
currently no such prohibitions.
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