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Extracts from TCTCV:

59. The Church’s mission in the world
is to proclaim to all people, in word
and deed, the Good News of
salvation in Jesus Christ (cf.
Mk.16:15). Evangelization is thus one
of the foremost tasks of the Church
in obedience to the command of
Jesus (cf. Matt. 28:18- 20). The
Church is called by Christ in the Holy
Spirit to bear witness to the Father’s
reconciliation, healing and
transformation of creation. Thus a
constitutive aspect of evangelization
is the promotion of justice and peace.
60. Today Christians are more aware
of the wide array of different
religions other than their own and of
the positive truths and values they
contain. This occasions Christians

to recall those gospel passages in
which Jesus himself speaks
positively about those who were
“foreign” or “others” in relation to
his listeners (cf. Matt. 8:11-12; Luke
7:9; 13:28-30). Christians
acknowledge religious freedom

as one of the fundamental
dimensions of human dignity and, in
the charity called for by Christ
himself, they seek to respect that
dignity and to dialogue with others,
not only to share the riches of
Christian faith but also to appreciate
whatever elements of truth and
goodness are present in other
religions. In the past, when
proclaiming the Gospel to

those who had not yet heard it, due
respect was not always given to their
religions. Evangelization should
always be respectful of those who
hold other beliefs. Sharing the joyful
news of the truth revealed in the
New Testament and inviting

others to the fullness of life in Christ
is an expression of respectful love.
Within the contemporary context of
increased awareness of religious
pluralism, the possibility of salvation
for those who do not explicitly
believe in Christ and the relation
between interreligious dialogue and
the proclamation that Jesus is Lord
have increasingly become topics

of reflection and discussion among
Christians.

Ecumenical response to religious
pluralism

There remain serious disagreements
within and between some churches
concerning these issues. The New
Testament teaches that God wills the
salvation of all people (cf. 1 Tim. 2:4)
and, at the same time, that Jesus is
the one and only saviour of the world
(cf. 1 Tim. 2:5 and Acts 4:12). What
conclusions may be drawn from
these biblical teachings regarding the
possibility of salvation for those who
do not believe in Christ? Some hold
that, in ways known to God, salvation
in Christ through the power



of the Holy Spirit is possible for those
who do not explicitly share Christian
faith. Others do not see how such

a view sufficiently corresponds to
biblical passages about the necessity
of faith and baptism for salvation.
Differences on this question will have
an impact upon how one understands
and puts into practice the mission of
the Church. Within today’s context of
increased awareness of the vitality
of various religions throughout the
world, how may the churches arrive
at greater convergence about these
Issues and cooperate more
effectively in witnessing to the
Gospel in word and deed?

62. The ethics of Christians as
disciples are rooted in God, the
creator and revealer, and take shape
as the community seeks to
understand God's will within the
various circumstances of time and
place. The Church does not stand in
isolation from the moral struggles of
humankind as a whole. Together with
the adherents of other religions as
well as with all persons of good will,
Christians must promote not only
those individual moral values which
are essential to the authentic
realization of the human person

but also the social values of justice,
peace and the protection of the
environment, since the message of
the Gospel extends to both the
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personal and the communal aspects
of human existence. Thus koinonia
includes not only the confession of
the one faith and celebration of
common worship, but also shared
moral values, based upon the
inspiration and insights of the Gospel.
Notwithstanding their current state of
division, the churches have come so
far in fellowship with one another that
they are aware that what one does
affects the life of others, and, in
consequence, are increasingly
conscious of the need to be
accountable to each other with
respect to their ethical reflections and
decisions. As churches engage in
mutual questioning and affirmation,
they give expression to what they
share in Christ.

63. While tensions about moral
issues have always been a concern
for the Church, in the world of today,
philosophical, social and cultural
developments have led to the
rethinking of many moral norms,
causing new conflicts over moral
principles and ethical questions to
affect the unity of the churches. At
the same time, moral questions are
related to Christian anthropology, and
priority is given to the Gospel in
evaluating new developments in
moral thinking. Individual Christians
and churches sometimes find
themselves divided into opposing
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opinions about what principles of
personal or collective morality are in
harmony with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Moreover, some believe that
moral questions are not of their
nature “church-dividing,” while
others are firmly convinced that they
are.

Moral questions and the unity of the
Church

Ecumenical dialogue at the
multilateral and bilateral levels has
begun to sketch out some of the
parameters of the significance of
moral doctrine and practice for
Christian unity. If present and future
ecumenical dialogue is to serve both
the mission and the unity of the
Church, it is important that this
dialogue explicitly address the
challenges to convergence
represented by contemporary moral
issues. We invite the churches to
explore these issues in a spirit of
mutual attentiveness and support.
How might the churches, guided by
the Spirit, discern together what it
means today to understand and live
in fidelity to the teaching and attitude
of Jesus? How can the churches, as
they engage together in this task of
discernment, offer appropriate
models of discourse and wise
counsel to the societies in which they
are called to serve?

C. The Church in Society

64. The world that “God so loved” is
scarred with problems and tragedies
which cry out for the

compassionate engagement of
Christians. The source of their
passion for the transformation of the
world lies in their communion with
God in Jesus Christ. They believe that
God, who is absolute love, mercy and
justice, can work through them, in
the power of the Holy Spirit. They live
as disciples of the One who cared for
the blind, the lame and the leper, who
welcomed the poor and the

outcast, and who challenged
authorities who showed little regard
for human dignity or the will of God.
The Church needs to help those
without power in society to be heard;
at times it must become a voice for
those who are voiceless. Precisely
because of their faith, Christian
communities cannot stand idly by in
the face of natural disasters which
affect their fellow human beings or
threats to health such as the HIV and
AIDS pandemic. Faith also impels
them to work for a just social order, in
which the goods of this earth may be
shared equitably, the suffering of the
poor eased and absolute destitution
one day eliminated. The tremendous
economic inequalities that plague the
human family, such as those in our
day that often differentiate the global
North from the global South, need

to be an abiding concern for all the
churches.



As followers of the "Prince of
Peace,” Christians advocate peace,
especially by seeking to overcome
the causes of war (principal among
which are economic injustice, racism,
ethnic and religious hatred,
exaggerated nationalism, oppression
and the use of violence to resolve
differences). Jesus said that he came
so that human beings may have life in
abundance (cf. John 10:10); his
followers acknowledge their
responsibility to defend human life
and dignity. These are obligations on
churches as much as on individual
believers. Each context will provide
its own clues to discern what is the
appropriate Christian response within
any particular set of circumstances.
Even now, divided Christian
communities can and do carry out
such discernment together and have
acted jointly to bring relief to
suffering human beings and to help
create a society that fosters human
dignity. Christians will seek to
promote the values of the kingdom
of God by working together with
adherents of other religions and even
with those of no religious belief.

65. Many historical, cultural and
demographic factors condition the
relation between Church and state,
and between Church and society.
Various models of this relation based
on contextual circumstances can

be legitimate expressions of the
Church’s catholicity. It is altogether
appropriate for believers to play a
positive role in civic life. However,
Christians have at times colluded with
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ways that condoned or

even abetted sinful and unjust
activities. The explicit call of Jesus
that his disciples be the “salt of the
earth” and the “light of the world”
(cf. Matt. 5:13-16) has led Christians
to engage with political and economic
authorities in order to promote the
values of the kingdom of God, and to
oppose policies and initiatives which
contradict them. This entails critically
analyzing and exposing unjust
structures, and working for their
transformation, but also supporting
initiatives of the civil authorities that
promote justice, peace, the
protection of the environment and
the care for the poor and the
oppressed. In this way Christians are
able to stand in the tradition of the
prophets who proclaimed God's
judgment on all injustice. This will
very likely expose them to
persecution and suffering. The
servanthood of Christ led to the
offering of his life on the cross and
he himself foretold that his

followers should expect a similar fate.
The witness (martyria) of the Church
will entail, for both individuals and for
the community, the way of the cross,
even to the point of martyrdom

(cf. Matt. 10:16-33).

66. The Church is comprised of all
socio-economic classes; both rich and
poor are in need of the salvation that
only God can provide. After the
example of Jesus, the Church is
called and empowered in a special
way to share the lot of those who



suffer and to care for the needy and
the marginalized. The Church
proclaims the words of hope and
comfort of the Gospel, engages in
works of compassion and mercy (cf.
Luke 4:18-19) and is commissioned
to heal and reconcile broken human
relationships and to serve God in the
ministry of reconciling those divided
by hatred or estrangement (cf. 2 Cor.
5:18-21). Together with all people of
goodwiill, the Church seeks to care for
creation, which groans to share in the
freedom of the children of God

(cf. Rom. 8:20-22), by opposing the
abuse and destruction of the earth
and participating in God's healing of
broken relationships between
creation and humanity.
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