
The Bible is the best-
selling and most widely 
distributed book in history. 
Many, however, find it a 
challenge to read through 
cover to cover. 

There are many Bible 
reading plans helping people 
to systematically read the 
bible in a variety of ways. 
Some of us, however, 
abandon these plans when 
we get behind or 
disillusioned when struggling 
with certain biblical books. 

This leaflet is simply a 
reading record that allows 
us to both monitor what we 
have read whilst giving 
freedom to explore bible 
books at our own pace and 
in our own way. 

Fold this record into five 
and use as a bookmark in 
your bible…then…

PRAY 
OPEN  
READ

o Ezra 5-7
o Ezra 8-10
o Nehemiah 1-4
o Nehemiah 5-7
o Nehemiah 8-10
o Nehemiah 11-13
o Esther 1-4
o Esther 5-10

WISDOM
o Job 1-4
o Job 5-8
o Job 9-12
o Job 13-17
o Job 18-21
o Job 22-26
o Job 27-30
o Job 31-34
o Job 35-38
o Job 39-42

PSALMS
o 1-2 o 3-5 o 6-8
o 9-10 o 11-15 o 16-17
o 18 o 19-21
o 22 o 23-25 o 27-29
o 30-32 o 33-34 o 35-36
o 37-38 o 39-40 o 41-43
o 44-46 o 47-50 o 51-54
o 55-57 o 58-60 o 61-64
o 65-67 o 68-69 o 70-72
o 73-76 o 77-78 o 79-82
o 83-87 o 88-89 o 90-94
o 95-101 o 102-104 
o 105-106 o 107-109
o 110-118 o 119
o 120-134 o 135-137
o 138-143 o 144-145
o 146-150
o Proverbs 1-3
o Proverbs 4-7
o Proverbs 8-10
o Proverbs 11-13
o Proverbs 14-16
o Proverbs 17-19
o Proverbs 20-22
o Proverbs 23-25

o 2 Samuel 12-13
o 2 Samuel 14-15
o 2 Samuel 16-18
o 2 Samuel 19-20
o 2 Samuel 21-22
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o 1 Kings 1-2
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o 2 Chronicles 12-16
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o 2 Chronicles 20-22
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o Numbers 27-30 
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o Deuteronomy 1-2 
o Deuteronomy 3-4
o Deuteronomy 5-7
o Deuteronomy 8-11
o Deuteronomy 12-15
o Deuteronomy 16-19
o Deuteronomy 20-23
o Deuteronomy 24-27
o Deuteronomy 28-29
o Deuteronomy 30-31 
o Deuteronomy 32-34  

HISTORY WRITINGS 
o Joshua 1-4
o Joshua 5-7
o Joshua 8-10
o Joshua 11-14
o Joshua 15-18
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The Bible is the best-
selling and most widely 
distributed book in history. 
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cover to cover. 

There are many Bible 
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CELEBRATING
Year of the Bible 2017
across the Diocese

Advent Sunday this year will mark the beginning of the 
‘Year of the Bible’, which is a Diocesan  initiative to help us 
engage with the Scriptures, both individually and within our 
worshipping communities.

The Old and New Testaments are 
foundational for our faith and its 
practice.  In all our acts of worship 
we engage extensively with the Bible 
and so spend a lot of time listening 
to, and reflecting upon, sacred 
Scripture.

Consequently, it makes sense that 
we ought to know more about it.  
For instance, at the most basic we 
need to be able to find our way 
round the Bible which is like a library 
of books all in one volume.  Would 
we know where to find 1 Samuel or 
2 Chronicles?  Would we know the 
name of the last book in the Old 
Testament?  Would we know what 
the Apocrypha is?  This is all basic, 
foundational knowledge that will help 
us to engage with the Bible on our 
thinking, our worship and our prayer.

As we go a bit deeper, it ’s helpful for 
us to be able to date when different 
parts of the Bible were written and 
what their historical context was 
(which often explains partially why 
they were written). It ’s fascinating 
to identify (particularly in the Old 
Testament) what kind of literature 
we’re dealing with - for instance, is 
it a legal document, history, poetry, 
worship songs or doctrine and 
theology? In the New Testament it ’s 
illuminating to identify the slightly 
different presentations of Jesus in 
each of the Gospels.  In reading 

the Epistles (which of course are the 
earliest parts of the New Testament) 
it is moving to read about how 
Paul wrote about his own spiritual 
experience of the Risen Christ turning 
his life upside down and how the 
other Epistles shaped the early 
Church’s understanding of Christ and 
his work of salvation. 

At the end of the Year of the Bible, 
the hope is that we will be more 
knowledgeable about the Bible; that 
we will be much more excited about 
the Bible and so will want to spend 
more time reading our Bibles; and 
that importantly we will be more able 
to make connections between the 
Bible and our everyday lives and 
decision-making.  

So the Year of the Bible will hopefully 
help us to grow in understanding 
and knowledge of the Bible.  But 
above all it will help us to grow 
spiritually.  The Bible is a place where 
we can access the life of God and 
so in the words of Thomas Cranmer 
it is by ‘reading, marking, learning 
and inwardly digesting’ the words 
of Scripture that we are given the 
resources to share in and live out the 
life of God.
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o Acts 14-16
o Acts 17-19
o Acts 20-22
o Acts 23-25
o Acts 26-28

LETTERS
o Romans 1-3
o Romans 4-7  
o Romans 8-10
o Romans 11-13
o Romans 14-16
o 1 Corinthians 1-4
o 1 Corinthians 5-9
o 1 Corinthians 10-13
o 1 Corinthians 14-16
o 2 Corinthians 1-4
o 2 Corinthians 5-8
o 2 Corinthians 9-13
o Galatians 1-3
o Galatians 4-6
o Ephesians 1-3
o Ephesians 4-6
o Philippians 1-4
o Colossians 1-4
o 1 Thessalonians 1-5
o 2 Thessalonians 1-3
o 1 Timothy 1-6
o 2 Timothy 1-4
o Titus & Philemon
o Hebrews 1-4
o Hebrews 5-7
o Hebrews 8-10
o Hebrews 11-13
o James 1-5
o 1 Peter 1-2
o 1 Peter 3-5
o 2 Peter 1-3
o 1 John 1-5
o 2 & 3 John, Jude 
o Revelation 1-3 
o Revelation 4-7
o Revelation 8-12
o Revelation 13-16
o Revelation 17-19
o Revelation 20-22

GOSPELS 
o Matthew 1-4
o Matthew 5-7
o Matthew 8-9
o Matthew 10-12
o Matthew 13-14
o Matthew 15-17
o Matthew 18-20
o Matthew 21-22
o Matthew 23-24
o Matthew 25-26 
o Matthew 27-28 
o Mark 1-3
o Mark 4-5
o Mark 6-7
o Mark 8-9
o Mark 10-11
o Mark 12-13
o Mark 14-16
o Luke 1 
o Luke 2-3 
o Luke 4-5
o Luke 6-7
o Luke 8-9
o Luke 10-11
o Luke 12-13
o Luke 14-16
o Luke 17-18
o Luke 19-20
o Luke 21-22
o Luke 23-24
o John 1-3
o John 4-5
o John 6-7
o John 8-9
o John 10-11
o John 12-13
o John 14-17
o John 18-19
o John 20-21

EARLY CHURCH  
o Acts 1-3
o Acts 4-6
o Acts 7-8
o Acts 9-10
o Acts 11-13

o Jeremiah 50 
o Jeremiah 51
o Lamentation 1-2  
o Lamentation 3-5  
o Ezekiel 1-4 
o Ezekiel 5-9 
o Ezekiel 10-13 
o Ezekiel 14-16 
o Ezekiel 17-19 
o Ezekiel 20-21 
o Ezekiel 22-23 
o Ezekiel 24-26 
o Ezekiel 27-28 
o Ezekiel 29-31 
o Ezekiel 32-33 
o Ezekiel 34-36 
o Ezekiel 37-39 
o Ezekiel 40-42 
o Ezekiel 43-45 
o Ezekiel 46-48
o Daniel 1-2 
o Daniel 3-4 
o Daniel 5-6
o Daniel 7-9
o Daniel 10-12
o Hosea 1-4
o Hosea 5-9
o Hosea 10-14
o Joel 1-3 
o Amos 1-3 
o Amos 4-6
o Amos 7-9
o Obadiah
o Jonah
o Micah 1-4 
o Micah 5-7
o Nahum 1-3
o Habakkuk 1-3
o Zephaniah 1-3
o Haggai 1-2 
o Zachariah 1-6
o Zachariah 7-10
o Zachariah 11-14
o Malachi 1-4

o Proverbs 26-28
o Proverbs 29-31
o Ecclesiastes 1-4
o Ecclesiastes 5-8
o Ecclesiastes 9-12
o Song of Solomon 1-4
o Song of Solomon 5-8 

PROPHETS 
o Isaiah 1-3 
o Isaiah 4-6 
o Isaiah 7-9 
o Isaiah 10-13 
o Isaiah 14-16 
o Isaiah 17-21 
o Isaiah 22-25 
o Isaiah 26-28 
o Isaiah 29-31 
o Isaiah 32-34 
o Isaiah 35-37 
o Isaiah 38-40 
o Isaiah 41-42 
o Isaiah 43-44 
o Isaiah 45-47 
o Isaiah 48-50 
o Isaiah 51- 53  
o Isaiah 54-57
o Isaiah 58-60
o Isaiah 61-64
o Isaiah 65-66
o Jeremiah 1-3 
o Jeremiah 4-5 
o Jeremiah 6-8 
o Jeremiah 9-11 
o Jeremiah 12-14 
o Jeremiah 15-17 
o Jeremiah 18-21 
o Jeremiah 22-23 
o Jeremiah 24-26 
o Jeremiah 27-29 
o Jeremiah 30 -31 
o Jeremiah 32-34 
o Jeremiah 35-37 
o Jeremiah 38-41 
o Jeremiah 42-45
o Jeremiah 46-48 
o Jeremiah 49
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